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( ?? January??, 1852)

New York, New York

A rough draft of a letter of ACVR to the Rev. John Garretson, secretary of the Board of
Domestic Missions of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church in New York. Hyma makes several
references to this letter, pp. 158-59, 207-09, and 261. [On what basis does Hyma date the letter in
1852 except for the fact ACVR mentions five years of knowing the RCA? Dr. E. William
Kennedy's notations indicate that he judges the letter to have been written Jan./Feb., 1852.]
Calvin College Archives: Van Raalte Collection, Box 8, folder 115. (Box and folder numbers no
longer apply because the Van Raalte papers have been rearranged. EJB, 26 April 2006.)

, 1852
A rough draft of a letter of ACVR to the Rev. John Garretson,
secretary of the Board of Domestic Missions of the Reformed
Protestant Dutch Church in New York. Hyma makes several
references to this letter, pp. 158-59, 207-09, and 261. [On what
basis does Hyma date the letter in 1852 except for the fact ACVR
mentions five years of knowing the RCA?]
Calvin College Archives: Van Raalt Collection, Box 8, folder
115.
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From : The Rev. A. C. Van Raalte, Holland, Michigan
To

: The Rev. J. Gerritson, Reformed Church in America, Church Bd. of Missions, Belleville,
New York, 1850's.

My Dear Friend and Brother:
I received both of your comforting letters: the last one by fast mail. Your sympathy
with all of our joys and trials is in reality a great comfort to me. Yes, my Brother, I do want
Brothers and friends. I do pray for such gifts, and I am certain that God heard me and have
(sic!) raised up friends and has given you to me. In coming to this country I left dear friends
and counselors, but God had pity on me, and, in return, has given you to me. He gave you not
only to me, but to this whole people. May the Lord spare your precious life, and make you,
continually, stronger in the Lord, always going forward, persevering in the work of doing good
and promoting the interest of the Kingdom of the Lord for which God has given you a heart.
Above this may your labor be blessed abundantly from on high , especially your labor of love for
this Colony, for these poor churches. My large family is, by God's goodness, in health, however,
my dear wife is feeble. There is no sickness through the colony, and we have many reasons to be
thankful. The failure however, of the crops of last season, and the long and hard winter press
( upon ) the colony very hard, and they will press yet harder until there is another harvest.
May God bless our fields this year. Another failure of the crops would make a great destruction.
A number has been obliged to leave the colony to gain support for their families. There is also a
great want for food for the cattle. Many cattle have died already, and almost all of our working
cattle are so feeble that they are unfit to do the spring work. The destruction among the cattle
would have been great if we ( did not ) have brush from the woods to keep them alive. Now we
daily are looking for spring weather. I can not deny that the hand of the Lord is pressing very
hard upon the colony; but I am certain that we deserve chastisement. Without ( this ) we would
perish in our sins and foolishness. I know it. I see it clearly, and, therefore, I say "Amen"
with my whole soul to God's work. But pray much for grace on our behalf. Pray that God may
lift us up again, and, above all, may make us a praying, loving, God-serving people. 0, I see so
much work of our evil nature and of Satan, our bitter, bitter enemy. No good comes from us.
There is only this which is left: "0 Lord, save us !" I have strong hopes, and I find that among
the members of my church this bitter cup of God's pressure upon us is working spiritual good,
and this is the greatest !
In this very dark time we are getting encouraging tidings from Washington about our
Harbor prospects. If God gives us a harbor appropriation in this session of Congress, that would

come in due season, and would build up the colony well.
We received that double box, that present just at the same moment as we received the
letter and box ( from ) here. However, N.B. ( = nota bene I = mark well - L. Sweetman ), we
thought it to be from one source; notwithstanding, we in the difference(s) between the box(es)
thought there could be a difference in the givers. (The ) contents ( are ) very useful for
families of ministers. I have had my part of it, and it yet does my family much good. This labor
of love excited tears of love and thanks. I wrote a letter to Brother How(e) (?) which afterward
(was) taken up in The Intelligencer. That letter was written for those ladies. There was a
necessity and anxiety in my heart to express our thanks and love, and I am sorry that it did not
reach our sisters. May God reward them in time and in eternity !
Rev, van der Schuur was a member of our Classis last year, and did get here last summer
the $50.00 which was sent to each of the clergymen of the Holland Classis, and his share of the
presents which were sent. We thought his position here was not very good, so we did advise him
to go to Holland in Wisconsin, hoping that he would be able to gather the people there, and to join
with the Ref. Dutch Church. We begin to fear that he did not achieve that obective. In that
region ( there ) is much disharmony in points of doctrine:. above all about the sabbath and
baptism, etc.
I wrote last fall in the name of Classis Holland to the Brethren in Milwaukee, Sheboygan
County, and Waupon that we pray that they write and meet together, and ( I wrote ) an
invitation to join with Classis Holland till they could have a Classis by themselves. The Church
of Milwaukee answered favorably in a letter which was written by Rev. Kleijn, and will be
present at the next meeting of our Classis. The Church of Holland, Wisconsin, answered in a
letter which was written by Rev. Van der Schuur: "The Church matters here are as of yet so
unsettled that we are not able to give a definitive answer." The number of families in Sheboygan
County is estimated to be 200. How many there are gathered by Him into Church connection, I
do not know. Whether the people there are poor or not, I cannot tell at this time. When Rev.
Vander Schuur was here they wrote an encouraging letter. A new settlement must be poor. Rev.
Van Der Schuur is uneducated. He has a wife and three children. The oldest is about 18 and the
youngest is about 12 years. My advice is to write to them somewhat in the following manner:
"That The Rev, van der Schuur, being a member of the Classis of Holland by the appointment of
the Board of the Home Missionary Society of the Dutch Reformed Church, already in some
measure was supported during the last season, and that the Board was disposed to do althus ( sic
! ) for as yet, they are well aware that the Churches of Holland Brethren in Wisconsin lately
.ss111 are equally as feeble as those in Michigan, that since a classis of Wisconsin as of yet is
not formed, and ( it should be formed as soon as possible ), the Church of Holland in Wisconsin
is looked upon as a part of the Classis Holland of Michigan, of which Rev. V.D. Schuur before
already has been a member. The gift, as before, therefore, shall be forwarded from Classis
Holland, as was done before in the case of Rev. Klein who went to Milwaukee from Michigan."
Excuse me in writing so freely, but I thought it would do no harm. You can follow your
own better judgment. In answer to the question whether there is any minister who needs aid, I
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come in due season, and would build up the colony well.
We received that double box, that present just at the same moment as we received the
letter and box ( from ) here. However, N.B. ( = nota bene ! = mark well - L. Sweetman ), we
thought it to be from one source; notwithstanding, we in the difference(s) between the box(es)
thought there could be a difference in the givers. (The ) contents ( are ) very useful for
families of ministers. I have had my part of it, and it yet does my family much good. This labor
of love excited tears of love and thanks. I wrote a letter to Brother How(e) (?) which afterward
(was) taken up in

The Intelligencer.

That letter was written for those ladies. There was a

necessity and anxiety in my heart to express our thanks and love, and I am sorry that it did not
reach our sisters. May God reward them in time and in eternity !
Rev, van der Schuur was a member of our Classis last year, and did get here last summer
the $50.00 which was sent to each of the clergymen of the Holland Classis, and his share of the
presents which were sent. We thought his position here was not very good, so we did advise him
to go to Holland in Wisconsin, hoping that he would be able to gather the people there, and to join
with the Ref. Dutch Church. We begin to fear that he did not achieve that obective. In that
region ( there ) is much disharmony in points of doctrine: above all about the sabbath and
baptism, etc.
I wrote last fall in the name of Classis Holland to the Brethren in Milwaukee, Sheboygan
County, and Waupon that we pray that they write and meet together, and ( I wrote ) an
invitation to join with Classis Holland till they could have a Classis by themselves. The Church
of Milwaukee answered favorably in a letter which was written by Rev. Kleijn, and will be
present at the next meeting of our Classis. The Church of Holland, Wisconsin, answered in a
letter which was written by Rev. Van der Schuur: 'The Church matters here are as of yet so
unsettled that we are not able to give a definitive answer." The number of families in Sheboygan
County is estimated to be 200. How many there are gathered by Him into Church connection, I
do not know. Whether the people there are poor or not, I cannot tell at this time. When Rev.
Vander Schuur was here they wrote an encouraging letter. A new settlement must be poor. Rev.
Van Der Schuur is uneducated. He has a wife and three children. The oldest is about 18 and the
youngest is about 12 years. My advice is to write to them somewhat in the following manner:
'That The Rev, van der Schuur, being a member of the Classis of Holland by the appointment of
the Board of the Home Missionary Society of the Dutch Reformed Church, already in some
measure was supported during the last season, and that the Board was disposed to do althus ( sic
I ) for as yet, they are well aware that the Churches of Holland Brethren in Wisconsin lately
settled are equally as feeble as those in Michigan, that since a classis of Wisconsin as of yet is
not formed, and ( it should be formed as soon as possible ), the Church of Holland in Wisconsin
is looked upon as a part of the Classis Holland of Michigan, of which Rev. V.D. Schuur before
already has been a member. The gift, as before, therefore, shall be forwarded from Classis
Holland, as was done before in the case of Rev. Klein who went to Milwaukee from Michigan."
Excuse me in writing so freely, but I thought it would do no harm. You can follow your
own better judgment. In answer to the question whether there is any minister who needs aid, I

have to say that I can not make mention of one in particular, but I know well that it is now a
very hard time for the Colony, and that the Clergymen feel, above all, this pressure. A gift for
them, as in the past year, if it is possible, would be very precious just now, and very much
appreciated. Taking every circumstance into consideration this appropriation would be a
judicious appropriation.
I know there is a number of Hollanders at Clymer, N.Y. who for three years had an
uneducated clergyman named Hesselink who was ordained by the Congregation, or by the Meth.
Church. He was not fit for the ministry. I saw him when he was on his way to St. Louis.
Afterward they called Brother Dunnewold, an elder in the Church of Milwaukee, to be ordained
as their minister by one of the above-named churches. Elder Dunnewold is a pious and, by
nature, a talented man, uneducated but of excellent influence among the people. Rev. Kleijn
wrote from Milwaukee to ask if the Brother could be ordained by the Classis of Holland. I
advised him to come to the fall meeting of the Classis, and to spend the months beforehand in
study in a certain direction. I wrote a warning against leaving the Reformed Church and our
standards. I did not hear more from them. I wonder that I now hear from a Rev. Schroeder
whom I do not know. After the spring meeting of our Classis in the latter part of April, I will be
able to give more information.
Now a word about our dear object, our school affairs. It relieves my mind very much,
dear Brother, that you, by the goodness of our Heavenly Father, did succeed so very well in
finding benefactors whose hearts are moved with compassion for this people, who are willing to
sacrifice their means for the education of this people. My heart is filled with joy and thanks.
( p. 3 begins here. - L. Sweetman ) This is my anchor of hope for this people in the future. May
God bless those benevolent men with spiritual welfare and the sweetest consolation from the
assurance that they are doing a great good. Not at once can the fruit be seen. No, it requires
time, and patience. It is a great and difficult work to elevate an ignorant mass of people, a
people out of the lower class, filled with European prejudices. We have not only to struggle
with the extreme ignorance, but also with the rudeness and hardships of emigration and new
settlement. It cannot be imagined very well what has been lost and spoiled by the last five
years. I saw it and I weep. Still I rejoice that God is raising up friends to lift us up out of the
darkness of ignorance and uselessness, and this labor of love will not be in vain. There is a
higher estimation of education than is usual among the European emigrants. The religion among
this people is a sure pledge of the success. One of the greatest obstacles, however, as of yet, is
the poverty which is increased very much this year on account of a complete failure of the
crops. Many are obliged to send their children out to get the first necessaries of life. - I hope
that our benefactors will give us for this all the necessary alloviiance, and that they may bear
patiently with us. And surely they would if they could see only the half of the good which is
already wrought. Our dear Brother, Mr. Taylor was willing to begin in our district school, and
is now useful for a large number. There are now at least 80 children under the influence of him
and his daughters. He was obliged to begin upon the lowest step on account of the utter ignorance
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of the children. Such a school is a powerful engine to elevate and educate this people. Boys who
could not read or write did learn in this short space of time to read not only, but, also, the four
rules of arithmetic. The Latin class is making excellent progress. Four of them are in reality
eminent. One son of our Elder Broek, a pious boy of 17 years, who never has had any
instruction about language, now is making his partes orationis in Latin with correctness and
ease. He now is seeing his path clearly. He is very anxious to persevere in his studies He is
willing to sacrifice such a part of his patrimony as will satisfy his brothers who are obliged to
work with his father in the field. The son of Rev. Van Der Meulen, also, is making excellent
progress, and is promising much. 0, I wish our benevolent friends could see the good affects for
this people and the Church in the end of their benevolent work. How often I wonder ( p. 4 begins
here - L. Sweetman ) at the good care and providence of God over us in giving us unworthies so
much grace in the eyes of our friends, in giving us such a family of teachers, with so much
experience and zeal. May God, for his son's sake, prosper this work.
I am willing most cheerfully to give a building site of five acres in the village of Holland
for this education project. The first appointment of Trustees I want to do myself if you can
approve it. We ought to have trustworthy men not only, but also such whom we can hope that
they are able and willing to take an active interest in this matter. I would be glad to hear your
advice. Perhaps you know some men in the east whose appointment could be useful. You don't
have any objection to the increase of the Trustees from five to seven ?
There is in Article IX of the plan a sentence which I do not understand fully: i.e., "...to be
filled by the Classis of Holland in connection with the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church in
Michigan in accordance with such rules as they may prescribe for the use and purpose of an
academy and of other purposes connected therewith and tending to promote the more successful
and permanent establishment of the same."
Who can give rules to this institution ? Is it not the Committee ? This is the security
for the subscribers: that the Classis of Holland should have the supervision or an insight to
receive the surety of the doctrine of our standards is right. But for the good of both sides and to
reach the object it is necessary that the power should be invested in the Committee or in the
Board of Education. There is here too much ignorance with its consequences. This people must
be led. A firm decisive active hand ought to take hold of this important station while it is yet
young
I think the deed of the five acres is a very important instrument. The question arose in
my mind ( concerning ) what terms I ought to use to make the object safe without being
troublesome: Is it better to speak in the constitution only general terms for institutions of
education in harmony with the standards of faith of the Ref. Dutch Church of America: i.e., The
Belgic Confession, The Heidelberg Catechism, and The Canons of Dordt? Or should we narrow it
down to the sole purpose of this private institution ? Please give me your idea about this.
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From : The Rev. A. C. Van Raalte, Holland, Michigan
To

: The Rev. J. Gerritson, Reformed Church in America, Church Bd. of Missions, Belleville,
New York, 1850's.

My Dear Friend and Brother:
I received both of your comforting letters: the last one by fast mail. Your sympathy
with all of our joys and trials is in reality a great comfort to me. Yes, my Brother, I do want
Brothers and friends. I do pray for such gifts, and I am certain that God heard me and have
(sic!) raised up friends and has given you to me. In coming to this country I left dear friends
and counselors, but God had pity on me, and, in return, has given you to me. He gave you not
only to me, but to this whole people. May the Lord spare your precious life, and make you,
continually, stronger in the Lord, always going forward, persevering in the work of doing good
and promoting the interest of the Kingdom of the Lord for which God has given you a heart.
Above this may your labor be blessed abundantly from on high , especially your labor of love for
this Colony, for these poor churches. My large family is, by God's goodness, in health, however,
my dear wife is feeble. There is no sickness through the colony, and we have many reasons to be
thankful. The failure however, of the crops of last season, and the long and hard winter press
( upon ) the colony very hard, and they will press yet harder until there is another harvest.
May God bless our fields this year. Another failure of the crops would make a great destruction.
A number has been obliged to leave the colony to gain support for their families. There is also a
great want for food for the cattle. Many cattle have died already, and almost all of our working
cattle are so feeble that they are unfit to do the spring work. The destruction among the cattle
would have been great if we ( did not ) have brush from the woods to keep them alive. Now we
daily are looking for spring weather. I can not deny that the hand of the Lord is pressing very
hard upon the colony; but I am certain that we deserve chastisement. Without ( this ) we would
perish in our sins and foolishness. I know it. I see it clearly, and, therefore, I say "Amen"
with my whole soul to God's work. But pray much for grace on our behalf. Pray that God may
lift us up again, and, above all, may make us a praying, loving, God-serving people. 0, I see so
much work of our evil nature and of Satan, our bitter, bitter enemy. No good comes from us.
There is only this which is left: "0 Lord, save us !" I have strong hopes, and I find that among
the members of my church this bitter cup of God's pressure upon us is working spiritual good,
and this is the greatest !
In this very dark time we are getting encouraging tidings from Washington about our
Harbor prospects. If God gives us a harbor appropriation in this session of Congress, that would

come in due season, and would build up the colony well.
We received that double box, that present just at the same moment as we received the
letter and box ( from ) here. However, N.B. ( = nota bene ! = mark well - L. Sweetman ), we
thought it to be from one source; notwithstanding, we in the difference(s) between the box(es)
thought there could be a difference in the givers. (The ) contents ( are ) very useful for
families of ministers. I have had my part of it, and it yet does my family much good. This labor
of love excited tears of love and thanks. I wrote a letter to Brother How(e) (?) which afterward
(was) taken up in The Intelligencer. That letter was written for those ladies. There was a
necessity and anxiety in my heart to express our thanks and love, and I am sorry that it did not
reach our sisters. May God reward them in time and in eternity !
Rev, van der Schuur was a member of our Classis last year, and did get here last summer
the $50.00 which was sent to each of the clergymen of the Holland Classis, and his share of the
presents which were sent. We thought his position here was not very good, so we did advise him
to go to Holland in Wisconsin, hoping that he would be able to gather the people there, and to join
with the Ref. Dutch Church. We begin to fear that he did not achieve that obective. In that
region ( there ) is much disharmony in points of doctrine: above all about the sabbath and
baptism, etc.
I wrote last fall in the name of Classis Holland to the Brethren in Milwaukee, Sheboygan
County, and Waupon that we pray that they write and meet together, and ( I wrote ) an
invitation to join with Classis Holland till they could have a Classis by themselves. The Church
of Milwaukee answered favorably in a letter which was written by Rev. Kleijn, and will be
present at the next meeting of our Classis. The Church of Holland, Wisconsin, answered in a
letter which was written by Rev. Van der Schuur "The Church matters here are as of yet so
unsettled that we are not able to give a definitive answer." The number of families in Sheboygan
County is estimated to be 200. How many there are gathered by Him into Church connection, I
do not know. Whether the people there are poor or not, I cannot tell at this time. When Rev.
Vander Schuur was here they Wrote an encouraging letter. A new settlement must be porir. Rev.
Van Der Schuur is uneducated. He has a wife and three children. The oldest is about 18 and the
youngest is about 12 years. My advice is to write to them somewhat in the following manner:
"That The Rev, van der Schuur, being a member of the Classis of Holland by the appointment of
the Board of the Home Missionary Society of the Dutch Reformed Church, already in some
measure was supported during the last season, and that the Board was disposed to do althus ( sic
! ) for as yet, they are well aware that the Churches of Holland Brethren in Wisconsin lately
settled are equally as feeble as those in Michigan, that since a classis of Wisconsin as of yet is
not formed, and ( it should be formed as soon as possible ), the Church of Holland in Wisconsin
is looked upon as a part of the Classis Holland of Michigan, of which Rev. V.D. Schuur before
already has been a member. The gift, as before, therefore, shall be forwarded from Classis
Holland, as was done before in the case of Rev. Klein who went to Milwaukee from Michigan."
Excuse me in writing so freely, but I thought it would do no harm. You can follow your
own better judgment. In answer to the question whether there is any minister who needs aid, I

have to say that I can not make mention of one in particular, but I know well that it is now a
very hard time for the Colony, and that the Clergymen feel, above all, this pressure. A gift for
them, as in the past year, if it is possible, would be very precious just now, and very much
appreciated. Taking every circumstance into consideration this appropriation would be a
judicious appropriation.
I know there is a number of Hollanders at Clymer, N.Y. who for three years had an
uneducated clergyman named Hesselink who was ordained by the Congregation, or by the Meth.
Church. He was not fit for the ministry. I saw him when he was on his way to St. Louis.
Afterward they called Brother Dunnewold, an elder in the Church of Milwaukee, to be ordained
as their minister by one of the above-named churches. Elder Dunnewold is a pious and, by
nature, a talented man, uneducated but of excellent influence among the people. Rev. Kleijn
wrote from Milwaukee to ask if the Brother could be ordained by the Classis of Holland. I
advised him to come to the fall meeting of the Classis, and to spend the months beforehand in
study in a certain direction. I wrote a warning against leaving the Reformed Church and our
standards. I did not hear more from them. I wonder that I now hear from a Rev. Schroeder
whom I do not know. After the spring meeting of our Classis in the latter part of April, I will be
able to give more information.
Now a word about our dear object, our school affairs. It relieves my mind very much,
dear Brother, that you, by the goodness of our Heavenly Father, did succeed so very well in
finding benefactors whose hearts are moved with compassion for this people, who are willing to
sacrifice their means for the education of this people. My heart is filled with joy and thanks.
( p. 3 begins here. - L. Sweetman ) This is my anchor of hope for this people in the future. May
God bless those benevolent men with spiritual welfare and the sweetest consolation from the
assurance that they are doing a great good. Not at once can the fruit be seen. No, it requires
time, and patience. It is a great and difficult work to elevate an ignorant mass of people, a
people out of the lower class, filled with European prejudices. We have not only to struggle
with the extreme ignorance, but also with the rudeness and hardships of emigration and new
settlement. It cannot be imagined very well what has been lost and spoiled by the last five
years. I saw it and I weep. Still I rejoice that God is raising up friends to lift us up out of the
darkness of ignorance and uselessness, and this labor of love will not be in vain. There is a
higher estimation of education than is usual among the European emigrants. The religion among
this people is a sure pledge of the success. One of the greatest obstacles, however, as of yet, is
the poverty which is increased very much this year on account of a complete failure of the
crops. Many are obliged to send their children out to get the first necessaries of life. - I hope
that our benefactors will give us for this all the necessary allowance, and that they may bear
patiently with us. And surely they would if they could see only the half of the good which is
already wrought. Our dear Brother, Mr. Taylor was willing to begin in our district school, and
is now useful for a large number. There are now at least 80 children under the influence of him
and his daughters. He was obliged to begin upon the lowest step on account of the utter ignorance

of the children. Such a school is a powerful engine to elevate and educate this people. Boys who
could not read or write did learn in this short space of time to read not only, but, also, the four
rules of arithmetic. The Latin class is making excellent progress. Four of them are in reality
eminent. One son of our Elder Broek, a pious boy of 17 years, who never has had any
instruction about language, now is making his partes orationis in Latin with correctness and
ease. He now is seeing his path clearly. He is very anxious to persevere in his studies. He is
willing to sacrifice such a part of his patrimony as will satisfy his brothers who are obliged to
work with his father in the field. The son of Rev. Van Der Meulen, also, is making excellent
progress, and is promising much. 0, I wish our benevolent friends could see the good affects for
this people and the Church in the end of their benevolent work. How often I wonder ( p. 4 begins
here - L. Sweetman ) at the good care and providence of God over us in giving us unwodhies so
much grace in the eyes of our friends, in giving us such a family of teachers, with so much
experience and zeal. May God, for his son's sake, prosper this work.
I am willing most cheerfully to give a building site of five acres in the village of Holland
for this education project. The first appointment of Trustees I want to do myself if you can
approve it. We ought to have trustworthy men not only, but also such whom we can hope that
they are able and willing to take an active interest in this matter. I would be glad to hear your
advice. Perhaps you know some men in the east whose appointment could be useful. You don't
have any objection to the increase of the Trustees from five to seven ?
There is in Article IX of the plan a sentence which I do not understand fully: i.e., "...to be
filled by the Classis of Holland in connection with the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church in
Michigan in accordance with such rules as they may prescribe for the use and purpose of an
academy and of other purposes connected therewith and tending to promote the more successful
and permanent establishment of the same."
Who can give rules to this institution ? Is it not the Committee ? This is the security
for the subscribers: that the Classis of Holland should have the supervision or an insight to
receive the surety of the doctrine of our standards is right. But for the good of both sides and to
reach the object it is necessary that the power should be invested in the Committee or in the
Board of Education. There is here too much ignorance with its consequences. This people must
be led. A firm decisive active hand ought to take hold of this important station while it is yet
young.
I think the deed of the five acres is a very important instrument. The question arose in
my mind ( concerning ) what terms I ought to use to make the object safe without being
troublesome: Is it better to speak in the constitution only general terms for institutions of
education in harmony with the standards of faith of the Ref. Dutch Church of America: i.e., The
Belgic Confession, The Heidelberg Catechism, and The Canons of Dordt? Or should we narrow it
down to the sole purpose of this private institution ? Please give me your idea about this.
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In the year 1852 Van Rgalte could report to Garretson that thetitéa'elratf'done their best to make
the school a success. He called the academy his Anchor
of Hope, for which reason the college which grew out
of the Holland Academy was named Hope College. He
wrote that Mr. Taylor had been willing to begin in the
district school. Now (in 1852) there are 80 children
in the school taught by him and his daughters. He had
to begin "on the lowest step on account of the utter
ignorance of the children. Such a school is a powerful
engine to elivate and educate this people. Boys who
could not read nor write did learn in that short space of
time to read not only but alsoo the four rules of thé
arithmetick."
The Latin class was doing very well indeed. A son of
the elder Brock was "really eminent." He was 17 years
old, had never before received instruction in languages,
but now was preparing his pastor's orations in Latin.
Another student was the son of the Rev. Van der Meulen,
and upon the whole the people of Holland could not
express their gratitude for the coming of this teacher and
his daughters. Van Raalte said that he would be glad
to donate a building spot of five acres for the Holland
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for renting a building? Their poverty must have been
great indeed!
We may be sure that Van Raalte and his friends were
severely criticized for their, failure to finance proper
elementary education for their children. Particularly
in recent times we are inclined tO forget that in Van
Raalte's days universal elementary education was far
from a reality. Fortunately we have an admirable discussion of this subject by Van'R,aalte himself, written in
a long letter which was addrtitáin 1852
r e• to Dr. J. Garretsonpf the Reformedichurch.. He said: Now a wordOtitmltOhletta:kr-'1Chool affairs.
. . It relieves,
dear Brother, my mind verij much that you by the goodness of our Heavenly Father did succeed so very well in
finding benefactors whose hearts are moved with cornpassion for this people, who are willing to sacrifice their
means for the education of this people. My heart is
filled with joy and thanks, that is my anchor of hope for
this people in the future. May God bless those benevolent men with spiritual welfare and the sweetest consolation of the assurance that they are doing a great good.
Not at once can be seen the fruit. No, it requires time
and patience. It is a great and difficult work to elevate
an ignorant mass of people: a people out of the lower
class filled with European prejudices. • But we have not•
only to struggle with the extreme ignorance but also
with the rudeness and hardships of emigration and new
settlement. • It cannot be imagined very well what there
is lost and spoiled by the last vife ijears. I saw it and
weep. Still I rejoice that God is raising up friends to
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lift us up out of the darkness of ignorance and uselessness; and this labor of love will not be in vain. Their is
more estimation of education than there is usual among
the European emigrants. The religion among the people
is a sure pledge of the success. One of the greatest
obstacles, however, is the poverty, which is increased
verij much this year on account of a perfect failure of
the crops. Many are obliged to send their children out
for getting the first necessities of life. I hope that our
benefactors will give us for this all the necessary allowance."
How difficult it was for Van Raalte to get adequate
funds for his people may be seen in other documents
found by the present writer in the Van Raalte home.
For example, Judge Kellogg on March 25, 1847, wrote
Van Raalte that he was "about out of money." Nevertheless, he was willing to send him some middlings and
beans. Mr. Harrington would bring the provisions,
including "a little corn for the pigs." Kellogg thought
he would come along also. "Mr. Wilson will probably
come down and get out the timber for a mill, as soon
as the weather will permit."
The first bill for lumber was dated February 24, 1847,
at the Old Wing Mission. Here Van Raalte was staying
with the Rev. George N. Smith. Isaac Fairbanks was
their neighbor, as we saw, and he on February 26, 1847,
signed a statement under the account that he had received for the seller the sum of fifteen dollars. The
lumber was sold by a person named Macksanby, there
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De Witt that the old state church in the Netherlands
was thoroughly modernistic, in which respect it differed
greatly from the Reformed Church in America. But
was he perhaps mistaken in his opinion that the latter
closely resembled the Christian Reformed Church in the
Netherlands to which Brummelkamp belonged? Was not
the church at Holland merely an American branch of
that body? It certainly was until the act of union with
the Reformed Church was consummated.
Van Raalte left among his papers a lengthy letter in
rough draft to John Garretson, who has just been mentioned above. AlthOtigrcbriVised in 1852, it throws
r7-", •
much light on Van Raalte's attitude to" the Reformed
Church before 1850, since he explained to Garretson
what had happened in the "Colony" during the past
five years. His desire was to find true friends and brothers
like Garretson who sincerely strove to help the poor
immigrants. His large family was in good health, but
his wife was feeble. During the past year the crops had
failed, and the winter had been very hard for the
pioneers. Another crop failure would spell disaster. An
unspecified number of persons had to leave the colony
in order to support those who must remain. Food for
cattle was very scarce and many cows had died for want
of feed. The "working cattle" were too feeble to do the
spring work. Van Raalte could not deny that the hand
of the Lord was chastising the Colony. But the hardships
were favorable for spiritual progress, and he was happy
to report that good news had come from Washington
concerning the forthcoming improvements in the harbor.
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He must have. referred to the letter he had received
from Lewis Cass which we mentioned in the preceding
chapter.
He observed the Rev. Van der Schuur was a member
of the Classis the year before, and that he received the
sum of $50 which each minister got. Van Raalte had
himself received a gift package from the ladies in the
East, for which he was also grateful. Van der Schuur's
position in the Holland Classis was not very good, and
so Van Raalte had advised him to go to Holland, Wisconsin, to persuade the people there to join the Reformed Church. Van Raalte feared that he was unable
to reach his objective, for in Wisconsin there was much
dissension in matters of doctrine. The church members
could not agree on the subject of the Sabbath and baptism.
Particularly illuminating are the lines that were later
deleted but are still legible: "A clergyman with the
name of Zonne is very bitter against me, because he
thinks that I am the cause of the depriving him of the
ministry upon one of the synods in our land, on account
of his troublesome temper, is working there much
against the unity. I wrote last fall in the name of the
Classis of Holland to the brethren in Milwaukee, Sheboygan Co. and Waupun an prayer that they unite and
meet together, and an invitation to join the Dutch
Church with the Classis Holland till they could have a
classis by themselves. They do not unite yet. The church
of Milwaukee did answer favorably by Rev. Kleijn and
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will be present at the next meeting of our classis. The
church of Holland, Wisconsin did answer by Rev. Van
der Schuur. The church matten here are for us as yet
too much unsettled to give a definite answer."
Van Raalte continued by saying that Van der Schuur
was an uneducated minister and did not have a strong
mind, "so that I fear he will be influenced by men who
are opposed to the Dutch church. I fear that one of
them is Mr. Suffroun. My advice is to write them somewhat in following manner: 'That the Rev. Van der
Schuur, being a member of the Classis of Holland, Board
of Home Missionary, a society of the Dutch Reformed
Church, already in some measure was supported during
the last season and that the board was disposed to do
this for as yet, being well aware that the churches of
Holland brethren in Wisconsin lately settled equally
feeble as in Michigan: that since there was as yet not
a classis of Wisconsin formed (which should be formed
as soon as possible), the church of Holland, Wisconsin
is looked upon as a part of the Classis Holland of Michigan, of which Rev. V. D. Schuur before already has
been a member, the gift as before shall be forwarded to
the Classis Holland, as is done before to Rev. Kleijn,
who from Michigan came to Milwaukee."
We must condude that here we have met the itinerary
preacher which Dr. Garretson had promised to send to
the Classis of Holland. Van Raalte asked to be excused
for writing so much, but he admitted that he wrote very
freely, so that Garretson must use his own judgment.

